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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This Philomath Transportation System Plan (TSP) contains a 20-year transportation system plan for the Philomath
area. It contains plans for the different transportation modes in Philomath to meet state planning requirements in
the Oregon Transportation Planning Rule (TPR).

The review of existing plans identified several issues to be addressed in this plan, including determining the future
population (transportation demands), a future street network, and the future footprint for US 20/OR 34. Options
considered for US 20/OR 34 included wider two-way streets, a bypass, or a one-way couplet. As part of the
public involvement process there were six goals with a number of objectives established for the TSP. The six
goals are as Tollows:

Relieve increasing traffic congestion on US 20/0R 34.

Improve traffic circulation and safety throughout the city.

Promote increased use of alternative modes.

Develop a master plan that defines future street locations.

Provide alternate routes to deter truck traffic away from the downtown core and residential
neighborhoods. )

6. Integrate this transportation system plan with other land use planning projects in Philomath.

UL

"The transportation system inventory included information on all of the transportation systems and revealed several
needs that resulted in project recommendations as part of this plan, such as the recommended street overlays,
bicycle lanes and the improved street name signing. Tt was also found that trucks are limited to certain routes due
to weight limits on several streets. The current and forecast traffic analyses showed that transportation operations
will be at levels below acceptable criteria in the future without needed transportation improvements on US 20/0R
34 (Highway 20/34). Without major transportation system improvements (No-Build), delays on Highway 20/34
would be expected to be long, with stop and go traffic during the p.m. peak hours. Some of the local streets, such
as North 9", College, Applegate, and Chapel streets would be expected to have large increases in traffic.

In addition to the No-Build scenario, a number of transportation system improvement options were evaluated. As
a result of the public input and the analysis performed, a phased one-way couplet project was recommended as
part of the 20-year plan for Philomath. The first phase of this project would make improvements to College and
Applegate streets, maintaining two-way traffic on all the streets until the second phase is needed and constructed
using Main, Applegate and College streets. As part of the analysis a West Hills Road connection to Highway 20
at the Alsea Highway 34 was evaluated. It was found that this project would not attract enough traffic to bypass
the downtown area to meet future travel demands on Highway 20/34. However, it was also found that this
connection would likely be needed soon after the 20-year period for this TSP.

In addition to the improvements in the TSP, there are future street and bicycle network maps. Future truck routes
are also included in the plan, Narrower street standards for local streets are also proposed as part of the TSP. In
addition, pedestrian and rail improvements are included. A number of the bicycle and pedestrian improvements
are proposed as part of other street improvement projects,
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Most of the needed improvements to major streets over the next 20 years are on the state and Benton County road
systems. Transportation funding is expected to be a major concern for these projects, as well as for the projects
that are in the City of Philomath transportation system. This conclusion is based on the current and expected
transportation system funding in Philomath which was compared to the recommended transportation system plan
projects estimated costs.

Improvements to all of the modes of transportation are needed to make the Philomath system work at acceptable
levels in the future. The transportation system in Philomath is discussed in detail as part of this study. This study
was adopted by the Philomath City Council in November, 1999,
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