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PHILOMATH CITY COUNCIL 1 
MINUTES 2 

January 12, 2015 3 
 4 
 5 
1. CALL TO ORDER 6 

The city council of the City of Philomath was called to order on Monday, January 12, 7 
2015, at 7:00 p.m. in the Philomath City Hall Council Chambers by Mayor Rocky Sloan. 8 
 9 

2. OATH OF OFFICE 10 
2.1 Mayor and City Councilors – Ms. Post administered the oath of office to Mayor 11 

Sloan and City Councilors Baca, Edmonds, Hull, Leonard and Niemann. 12 
Councilor Manning will be sworn in at a later date. 13 

 14 
3. ROLL CALL 15 

Present:     Excused: 16 
Mayor Rocky Sloan    Councilor Sean Manning 17 
Councilor Angie Baca 18 
Councilor Doug Edmonds    19 
Councilor Tamera Hull 20 
Councilor Jason Leonard 21 
Councilor Eric Niemann 22 
 23 
Staff Present:      24 
City Manager Chris Workman   25 
City Attorney Jim Brewer 26 
Chief of Police Ken Elwer 27 
City Recorder Ruth Post 28 
Finance Director Joan Swanson 29 
Public Works Director Kevin Fear 30 

 31 
4. CONSENT AGENDA 32 

4.1 City Council Minutes – December 8, 2014  33 
4.2 Park Advisory Board Minutes – December 2, 2014 34 

 35 
MOTION: Councilor Baca moved, Councilor Edmonds second, to approve the 36 
consent agenda and the council agenda for January 12, 2015, as presented. 37 
Motion APPROVED 6-0 (Yes: Baca, Edmonds, Hull, Leonard, Niemann and 38 
Sloan; No: None.) 39 
 40 

5. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA 41 
5.1 None. 42 

 43 
6. VISITORS/PETITIONS 44 

6.1 None. 45 
 46 

7. STAFF REPORTS 47 
7.1 City Manager – Mr. Workman congratulated the Council on their election and 48 

thanked them for volunteering to serve. He provided an update on the park 49 
shelter, noting that several members of area churches have stepped up and have 50 
been performing work on the exterior structure. He stated that progress is moving 51 
forward although there is no final completion date set yet.   52 
 53 
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7.2 Public Works Director – Mr. Fear reported that a member of his staff resigned 1 
and the utility worker position has been posted. He also reported that, despite the 2 
Marys River reaching flood stage last December, there was no property damage 3 
and no flood related issues within the city. He stated that sewer manhole cover 4 
maintenance is underway and should be completed this week. Councilor Baca 5 
questioned if there is any data available regarding flood stages reached over the 6 
past 50 years. Mr. Workman stated he does have that information available and 7 
can send it out to the Council. Mayor Sloan extended kudos to 8 
Water/Wastewater Treatment Operator Dennis Lewis for making adjustments to 9 
the sewer pumps to deal with the increased intake and infiltration during the 10 
December high water event. 11 
  12 

7.3 City Recorder – Ms. Post reported that the 11 new housing starts for 2014 were 13 
the best the city has experienced since 2009. She pointed out to the Council that 14 
the February 9 meeting has a worksession at 6:30 p.m. 15 
 16 

7.4 Finance Director – Ms. Swanson explained that Agenda Item #10.3 is 17 
information provided to the Council and Budget Committee quarterly and 18 
encouraged any questions. 19 

 20 
7.5 Police Chief – Chief Elwer reported it was quiet over New Years and the two 21 

new officers are graduating January 23rd at the Academy in Salem. Mayor Sloan 22 
stated any Councilors interested in attending should contact Chief Elwer. 23 

 24 
7.6 City Attorney – No report. 25 

 26 
8. COUNCIL REPORTS 27 

8.1 Councilor  28 
 29 
9. NEW BUSINESS 30 

9.1 Election of Council President – Councilors voted by written ballot. Councilor 31 
Sean Manning received three votes and was declared the Council President. 32 

 33 
9.2 Appointment of Budget Committee Members – Mr. Workman explained that 34 

Scott Weaver is currently on the Budget Committee and Jack Duren has served 35 
on the Committee in the past.  36 

 37 
 MOTION: Councilor Baca moved, Councilor Leonard second, the City Council 38 

waive the two week waiting period and appoint Scott Weaver and Jack Duren to 39 
the Budget Committee. Motion APPROVED 6-0 (Yes: Baca, Edmonds, Hull, 40 
Leonard, Niemann and Sloan; No: None.) 41 

 42 
9.3 Appointment of Planning Commission Members – Mr. Workman explained 43 

that the election of Councilor Edmonds created a vacancy on the Planning 44 
Commission and there was an existing vacancy. He stated that Jacque Lusk 45 
requested consideration for re-appointment. He explained that Mark Knutson has 46 
submitted an application. Mayor Sloan asked Mr. Workman to explain why it is 47 
not a conflict of interest for a realtor and/or a contractor to be on the Planning 48 
Commission. Mr. Workman explained that as long as there are no more than two 49 
members of the commission in the same profession, it is allowed by Oregon 50 
statute. He also noted that Mr. Knutson lives outside the city limits but within the 51 
Urban Growth Boundary and that the City code allows for two positions from 52 
within the Urban Growth Boundary. Ms. Lusk is also outside the City limits but 53 
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within the Urban Growth Boundary. Councilor Niemann questioned if someone 1 
within the city limits were to want to be on the Commission, would they be able to 2 
be appointed. Mr. Workman explained that there is still one vacancy on the 3 
commission that someone could be appointed to fill. 4 

 5 
 MOTION: Councilor Leonard moved, Councilor Niemann second, the City 6 

Council waive the two week waiting period and appoint Jacque Lusk and Mark 7 
Knutson to the City Planning Commission for four-year terms. Motion 8 
APPROVED 6-0 (Yes: Baca, Edmonds, Hull, Leonard, Niemann and Sloan; No: 9 
None.) 10 

 11 
9.4 Standing Committee and Representative Assignments – Mr. Workman stated 12 

that the department heads are eager to schedule committee meetings as soon as 13 
the Council confirms the assignments. Mayor Sloan made the following 14 
representative assignments: Councilor Manning – Philomath Community 15 
Foundation; Councilor Baca – Willamette Criminal Justice Council; Councilor 16 
Leonard – PYAC; Mayor Sloan – CWACT and CAMPO. Mayor Sloan 17 
encouraged anyone interested in transportation to consider serving as an 18 
alternate on CWACT. Councilor Edmonds volunteered to serve as the liaison to 19 
the Chamber of Commerce. Councilor Hull volunteered for Philomath Community 20 
Services. Mayor Sloan noted that Mr. Workman is the new President of the Frolic 21 
& Rodeo and this will provide for communication from that organization. Mayor 22 
Sloan requested the representative assignments be placed on the agenda for the 23 
February meeting again. Ms. Post stated she would notify the organizations of 24 
their new liaisons and provide contact information. 25 

 26 
9.5 Subordination Request from Kay Miller for 120 N 18th Street – Ms. Swanson 27 

explained the CDBG loan program and stated that Ms. Miller is refinancing and 28 
has requested that the City loan take the second position. She explained that 29 
several years ago the Council developed criteria for these requests. She 30 
reviewed the criteria and stated that Ms. Miller’s loan meets the criteria. 31 
Councilor Niemann questioned how many outstanding CDBG loans the city has. 32 
Ms. Swanson stated there were originally three separate grants for loans many 33 
have been paid off. She stated there are now less than 20 loans outstanding. 34 
Councilor Edmonds questioned the value of the outstanding loans. Ms. Swanson 35 
estimated that it is approximately $500,000. 36 

 37 
 MOTION: Councilor Edmonds moved, Councilor Baca second, the City Council 38 

approve the request to accept a subordinate position on a $21,635 CDBG loan to 39 
Kay Miller, and authorize the City Manager to sign the necessary documents. 40 
Motion APPROVED 6-0 (Yes: Baca, Edmonds, Hull, Leonard, Niemann and 41 
Sloan; No: None.) 42 

 43 
9.6 System Development Charge Annual Construction Cost Adjustments – Mr. 44 

Workman explained the annual review of the Engineering News construction cost 45 
index. He stated that failing to make annual adjustments for inflation will result in 46 
falling behind on the amount needed for large infrastructure projects. He stated 47 
making this annual adjustment offsets those increased costs. He stated the 48 
increase this year was 3.2% and results in an overall increase of $668 over last 49 
year’s total for a single family dwelling. Councilor Edmonds questioned where the 50 
percentage rate is derived from. Mr. Workman explained that it comes from the 51 
Engineering News Review which is a national construction cost index. Councilor 52 
Edmonds questioned how the rate compares between large cities and small 53 
cities. Mr. Workman stated that information for small cities isn’t available. He 54 
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stated the use of the Engineering News Index was approved by the City Council 1 
many years ago. 2 

 3 
 MOTION: Councilor Baca moved, Councilor Hull second, the City Council 4 

approve System Development Charge construction cost adjustments as 5 
proposed on the attached 2015 SDC Schedule. Motion APPROVED 6-0 (Yes: 6 
Baca, Edmonds, Hull, Leonard, Niemann and Sloan; No: None.) 7 

 8 
9.7 Samaritan Award Nominations – Mr. Workman reviewed the different awards 9 

given at the annual Chamber of Commerce sponsored Samaritan Awards. He 10 
requested the Council recommend someone for nomination as the City’s 11 
volunteer of the year. Mayor Sloan stated that former Councilor Nolan Bartlow’s 12 
name had been raised as a possible nominee. In addition to serving two years on 13 
the Council, Mayor Sloan stated that Mr. Bartlow served on the Public Works and 14 
Budget Committees. Councilor Baca stated he also served as the representative 15 
to the Philomath Downtown Association. Mr. Workman explained that Charla 16 
Koeppe and Matt Bierek received the City’s award last year for their ten years on 17 
the City Council. Mayor Sloan requested and received a consensus to nominate 18 
Nolan Bartlow for the City’s Samaritan Award. Mr. Workman requested that 19 
anyone with a nomination for the First Citizen Award contact him or Mayor Sloan. 20 

 21 
10. INFORMATION/CORRESPONDENCE 22 

10.1 Website Report for December 2014 – No comments. 23 
10.2 Philomath Connection Monthly Ridership for December 2014 – No 24 

comments. 25 
10.3 Quarterly Budget Update for Period Ended December 31, 2014 – No 26 

comments. 27 
 28 

11. ADJOURNMENT 29 
11.1 Adjournment – Seeing no further business, Mayor Sloan adjourned the meeting 30 

at 7:40 p.m. 31 
 32 
 SIGNED:      ATTEST: 33 
 Rocky Sloan, Mayor     Ruth Post, MMC, City Recorder 34 


