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Philomath Park Advisory Board 
MINUTES 

April 7, 2015 
At City Park Shelter, 299 S. 23rd Street, Philomath 

 
The Park Advisory Board meeting was called to order at 5:09 pm by Chair Ben Folgate. 
 
1. ROLL CALL 
Members Present: Dale Collins, Ben Folgate, Justice Heern, Sonlla Heern, Patrick 

McDonald, Malcolm Miner and Lindy Young  
 
Staff Present: City Manager Chris Workman, GIS Analyst D’Anne Hammond 
 
Others Present: OSU Horticulture Instructor Al Shay, Former Philomath High School 

Ecology Teacher Jeff Mitchell 
 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
2.1 Dale Collins moved/ Malcom Miner second, to approve the minutes of March 3rd, 2015, as 
presented. Vote: 7-0. 
 
3. NEW BUSINESS 
 
3.1 Walk City Park with Al Shay discussing vegetative plan/options 
 
Participants of the meeting walked along through field along west side of creek to just north of 
the south culvert.  We discussed the trees along Newton creek.  Mr. Shay reported that the 
willows presently along the creek shouldn’t get any higher.  He talked over some options that 
included topping the willow and would encourage new growth that would fill out and provide a 
more “shrub” like structure. 
   
There were several group discussions going on throughout this walk.    
 
Some willows that had fallen were pointed out as a concern as a potential hazard.  Discussion 
ensued about the benefits and risks of leaving downed wood to create a natural environment.   
Both Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Shay pointed out that the trees along Newton Creek appear to be 
predominantly 2 species of willow - Pacific and Scoulers. 
  
The group then wandered west towards the mature Oregon Ash stand and mixed oak south of 
the City Park Shelter.  Several concerns were brought to the attention of the Parks Board about 
the Oregon Ash.  Mr. Shay provided options that the Parks Board should consider.   One option 
was to realize that as trees mature that they can be, and in the case of hazards like rot or 
disease, should be removed.  That removal process can be part of a vegetative master plan.   
All participants seemed to agree about the importance of keeping large trees and even having a 
mixed age stand of trees that provide and break up the scenery.  It was noted that the current 
stand of Oregon Ash around the Park Shelter give it a private feel and separate it from the 
adjacent ball field. 
   
Three maps of City Park were given to the Parks Board members.  The first map outlined the 
stream/riparian zone through City Park and indicated the acreage in comparison to the entire 
park.  It was noted that this represents about 7% of the total acreage of City Park. 
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The second map showed the results of a pre-2011 Benton County Fish Passage assessment 
that was done.  Many points along Newton Creek were assessed and 2 points within City Park 
were assessed.  Mr. McDonald noted that the culverts were deemed blocked for fish passage 
and an ODFW biologist stated to him that they don’t meet ODFW standards for a fish bearing 
stream.   
 
The third map addresses the Parks Board proposal to move the ball field to the east side of 
Newton Creek and shows its best possible placement.   
 
Mr Shay asked the City Staff for some maps of the trees and grounds around the play area and 
the gazebo so that he can come up with some options for the Parks Board to examine. 
 
3.2 The history of the willow plantings along Newton Creek by Jeff Mitchell 
 
Mr. Mitchell taught Ecology at the Philomath High School and he presented the history of the 
tree plantings along Newton Creek.  In 1997 in-stream data loggers were placed in Newton 
Creek.   The data indicated that the 6-day moving average water temperature exceeded 18 
degrees Celsius.  This exceeded DEQ standards for a stream bearing salmonids.   
 
Data loggers were then placed at the mouths of several creeks entering the Mary’s River and 
highest water temperatures from those tested were coming from Newton Creek.  The data was 
presented to the City Council and it was approved that trees should be planted along Newton 
Creek to shade the water.  During this data collection period there were no trees along Newton 
Creek in City Park.   Five species of trees were planted along Newton Creek; Red alder, 2 
species of willow, black cottonwood and Oregon Ash.  The beavers made use of the  
cottonwood and the red alder didn’t do well.  The willow trees were the best survivors.  
  
Mr. Mitchell also talked about the fish that have been documented in Newton Creek north of 
HWY 20.  A student documented this with a Hoop Trap and reported the following native 
species; cutthroat trout, redside shiner, northern pikeminnow (formerly squawfish), dace and 
other small sculpin.  
 
Because of that documentation a dam was removed along Newton Creek that opened up 
potential spawning grounds and a 50 foot buffer zone (vegetative/tree) was set along either side 
of the creek.  The plantings were done to create that buffer, but a follow up was not done due to 
land ownership transfers. 
   
Mr. Mitchell gave Mr. McDonald several documents that will be made available to the Parks 
Board Members.  These documents include; Newton Creek Fish Survey – by Colby Davidson 
2006, Mary’s River Watershed Temperature Data July – September 1998, and a map/graph 
from a peer reviewed scientific journal – The Canadian Journal of Fisheries and Aquatic 
Sciences.   
 
3.3 Discuss lighting proposals for Hunsaker Bike Path 
 
A map was provided to the Parks Board members showing the length of Hunsaker Bike Path 
(ft.).  Several members had to leave at this point.  Mr. Folgate asked Mr. McDonald to email the 
group about the lighting options and to include a proposal on the placement and number of 
lights desired.  Mr. McDonald agreed to this. 
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3.4 Proposals for May 5th meeting – topics, guests, etc. 
 
No proposals for the May 5th meeting were put forth before the meeting was adjourned, however 
it was mentioned that members could propose ideas over email if desired.  It should be noted 
that several members and participants were not present at the adjournment of the meeting.   
 
NEXT MEETING SCHEDULED FOR: Tuesday, May 5th, 2015, at 5:00 p.m. 
 
4. ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. Folgate moved to close, Mr. McDonald second, meeting adjourned at 6:08 p.m. 
 
Minutes recorded by Patrick McDonald, Secretary 


