
Philomath Park Advisory Board 
Thursday, February 14, 2019 

Minutes 
 
Park Advisory Board meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm. 
 
1. Roll Call 
Members Present: Dale Collins, Mal Miner, Izzie Elliott, Carol Leach, Lindy Young, Spencer  Irwin, 
Caleb Unema 
City Staff: Chris Workman 
City Council:  Mayor Eric Niemann 
Others: Michael Sprouse, Sandy Heath, Ian and Kim Mannis and son, 
 
Special welcome to Eric Niemann for joining us today.  Mayor Niemann thanked us for our service. 
Dale welcomed Caleb Unema.    
 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

2.1 Minutes of January 10, 2019: Dale made the motion to approve minutes.  All were in favor. 

3. OLD BUSINESS 
3.1 Finalize bands for Music in the Park 

• May 23- School    
• June 20-Jeanne Gregg Band, contact Mike G. Classic R and B Soul Band 
• July 18-Double Play 
• August- hopeful that we are able to get Ludicrous Speed 

 
3.2 Approve photo contest rules and dates    
Spencer said he is waiting on photo contest rules from Chris.  Chris said I went a step further 
and printed rules and entry forms for “Phabulous Philomath Photo Contest”.   Lake Oswego 
website was credited for ideas. Discussion occurred about specifics of contest/rules and general 
enthusiasm was shared by members.   Promotion of “Phabulous Philomath” begins with March 
City Newsletter.  Additional ideas about displaying winning photos include hanging them at 
Music in the Park and /or Philomath Art Walk. 
             
3.3 Report - Request of City Council for support of new tennis courts.  Mayor Niemann 
commented on this long time effort (since 2009) to make a tennis court.  High School Tennis 
team uses Ashbrook School. There are 40 on the team, have gotten competitive, need courts for 
tournaments etc.  Mal asked who takes possession and will be responsible for upkeep etc.  
Mayor Niemann commented that an agreement will need to be drawn up.  IGA 
(Intergovernmental) needs to be established between roles and response and use of tennis 
courts. 

4. NEW BUSINESS 
4.1 Request for skate park improvements 
Ian Mannis, Kim Mannis and son Walter shared their views about current skateboard park.  First off they 
wanted to say that they are very much enriched by the Philomath Community.  They said the current skate 
park is a hard park to learn on and is not an “entry” skill park. They travel to Lincoln City, Corvallis and 
Toledo to use other parks. There are many kids that would use a Philomath Skateboard Park if it were user 
friendly.  What you have now is out of compliance as far as safety concerns. What they are proposing would 
be much safer for the kids that want to learn.  Many Middle School Students would be interested.   Shifting 



attitudes have occurred in the last years regarding skateboarding as an athletic sport.   Tony Hawk Foundation 
is one example of a group that would help fund our outdated park.  The last survey asking community about 
use of parks less than 5% responded.  This is a small percentage.  Would there be a way to ask community 
now about support for an updated skateboard facility in Philomath?  Dale commented that he appreciates the 
approach they are taking.  Izzie asked what would be the next step to move towards this idea of upgraded 
skate park 
Chris suggested ways to bring this to the capital fund projects.  The next goal (if the parks board wants this to 
happen) would be to create a survey to substantiate that the community will support an improved skate park.  
Once the community supports the project, then look for funding, grants, etc. 
Dale asked if a survey could be put in the water bill envelopes. 
Chris commented that there is no question that skate boarding is viewed differently than it was 15 years ago.  
Mal added that while back he was part of a team that tried to get soccer in the schools. Chris commented that 
we missed the boat as far as creating an “entry” skate park.   Spencer suggested Survey Monkey on 
Facebook.  Mal asked about a canopy. 
 
4.2 Sandy Heath/ Pioneer Park   
Several of the area residents near Pioneer Park like to walk around in that area abut there is not light and it is 
super dark Sandy Heath reported. She noticed there is an existing pole and wonders if this pole could be used 
to attach a light.  Chris Workman had asked Kevin at Public Works to take a look.  There is no power to the 
pole at this time.  Park use at night is not encouraged. Mal mentioned that when this area was surveyed a few 
years ago, many of the residents did want green spaces for their dogs. This suggestion by Sandy to include a 
street light for that area will be researched. 

Adjournment at 6:21 p.m. 


