
City Website: www.ci.philomath.or.us  WiFi: COPCH-guest; Password: copguest 
NOTICE: Given 2 business days’ notice, an interpreter will be made available for the hearing impaired or 
those with limited English proficiency. Contact person: Ruth Post (541) 929-6148. 

AGENDA 
COUNCIL TERMS 

AD HOC COMMITTEE 
April 9, 2020 

2:00 P.M. 
Council Chambers; Philomath City Hall 

980 Applegate St., Philomath, OR 
 

Mission:  To promote ethical and responsive municipal government which provides its citizenry with high 
quality municipal services in an efficient and cost effective manner. 

 

A. ROLL CALL 

B. DISCUSSION 
1. City Charter Chapter III – Form of Government 
2. Other 
 

C. ADJOURNMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Access Information: 
This meeting is being held via video conference.  Citizens should use the video link or phone number 
provided below to listen to the meeting.  For residents that do not have a phone or access to the internet, 
a small number of chairs will be provided at City Hall to comply with public meetings laws and social 
distancing requirements. 

Please use the following link or phone number to access the meeting: 
            Video:            https://zoom.us/j/2065507670?pwd=eTJqL3Nubk83ODJKTy9LdUQvYXg5Zz09 
            Phone:           312-626-6799 
            Meeting ID:    206 550 7670 
            Password:      Philomath 

Meeting Conduct: 
All non-city participant microphones and screens will be muted. Presenters and members of the public will 
only be unmuted if called on to speak. The chat function will be disabled during the meeting. 

  

 



Staggered Term Discussion

Survey Results
&

Recommendations



Comparison of  Staggered Term Options

OPTION TERM TERM LENGTH*
*Consecutive Years
Mayor or Council

IMPLEMENTATION FULL STAGGERED 
IMPLEMENTATION

NO CHANGE 2 Years 5 Terms (10 Years) NO CHANGE 2020 Election Start

ONE THIRD COUNCIL
Replaced Every Two 
Years

2 Years 2 Terms (12 Years) At Election 2020
2 seats for 2 Years
2 seats for 4 Years
2 seats for 6 Years

2020 Election Start
2022 2 seats 6yr  1/3
2024 2 seats 6yr  1/3
2026 2 seats 6yr  1/3

ONE HALF COUNCIL
Replaced Every Two 
Years

4 Years 3 Terms (12 Years) At Election 2020         
3 Seats for 2 Years 
3 Seats for 4 Years        

2020 Election Start
2022 3 seats 4yr 1/2 
2024 3 seats 4yr  1/2



STAGGERED TERMS & MAYOR POSITION

OPTION MAYOR
TERM

TERM LENGTH*
*Consecutive Years
Mayor or Council

MAYOR FULL STAGGERED 
IMPLEMENTATION
COUNCIL

NO CHANGE 2 Years 5 Terms (10 Years) NO CHANGE 2020 Election Start

ONE THIRD COUNCIL
Replaced Every Two 
Years

2 Years

OR

4 Years

3 Terms (12 Years) Election 2020
Mayor

Every Two

Or in 2024

**2020 Election Start
2022 2 seats 6yr  1/3
**2024 2 seats 6yr  1/3
2026 2 seats 6yr  1/3

** 4yr Mayor Election

ONE HALF COUNCIL
Replaced Every Two 
Years

2 Years

OR

4 Years

3 Terms (12 Years) Election 2020
Mayor

Every Two

Or in 2024

**2020 Election Start
2022 3 seats 4yr 1/2 
**2024 3 seats 4yr  1/2

** 4yr Mayor Election



SURVY RESULTS

• Survey Results – Across the board favored staggered Terms

• Survey Results – Across the board different Terms and Terms Limits

• Survey Results – Mayor Terms and Limits Varied

• Survey Results – Council President Term Varied

• Survey Results – Term Limits to be consecutive

• Survey Results – Residency 6 months or 12 months



RECOMMENDATIONS
• STAGGERED TERMS

• 1/2 Council Every Two Years
• 4Yr Terms
• 3 Term Limits (12 Years either council and/or Mayor) consecutive

• Residency 12 months

• REASONING
• Councilor History

• With a couple of exceptions councilors tend to run for more than one term
• Allows for continuance of council knowledge, strategic plan consistency

• Mandatory Term Limits Force a change
• Incumbents may have an edge in an election
• An interested former councilor/mayor can run again at the next election

• Side Impact
• Appointed Positions as now, will last till next election.



City Population What is the term length for 
your Councilors and Mayor (if 
different)

Do you have term limits?
If so, how long? If you have term limits, how 

are partial terms addressed?
Do you have staggered terms?

What are your residency requirements for 
Councilors/Mayor?

North Plains 3100 4 years No N/A Yes 12 months, registered voter
North Bend 9765 4 years/2 years No N/A Yes 12 months, registered voter
Halsey 935 4 years/2 years No N/A Yes 12 months, registered voter
Sutherlin 8235 4 years/2 years No N/A Yes 12 months, registered voter
Banks 1865 4 years/2 years No N/A Yes 12 months, registered voter
Lyons 1200 4 years/2 years No N/A Yes 12 months, registered voter
Mill City 1880 4 years/2 years No N/A Yes 12 months, registered voter
Athena 1170 4 years No N/A Yes 12 months, registered voter
Baker City 9700 2-4 yrs, depends on votes Yes, 2 consec. Terms They count in full Yes …but 12 months, registered voter
Cove 550 4 years/2 years No N/A Yes 12 months, registered voter
Monmouth 9985 4 years/2 years No N/A Yes 12 months, registered voter
Stayton 7800 4 years No N/A Yes 12 months, registered voter
Rogue River 2245 4 years/2 years Yes, 2 terms Not counted Yes 12 months, registered voter
Harrisburg 3680 4 years/2 years No N/A Yes



Provide by Ruth Post – Per Request on 3/2/2020 
Please see below: 

Councilors serving 
4 or more years:  Appointed/Elected  Years Term Ltd Ou  
Eric Niemann*  1/15-12/20  6  
Doug Edmonds  1/15-12/20  6  
David Low  1/17-12/20  4  
Charla Koeppe  5/15-12/18  3.5  
Charla Koeppe  1/05-12/14  10 Yes 
Jerry Jackson Sr.  1/07-12/10  4  
Rocky Sloan*  1/09-12/18  10 Yes 
Angie Baca  1/05-12/12  8  
Angie Baca  1/13-6/16  3.5  
Sean Manning  1/13-6/17  4.5  
Matt Bierek  1/05-12/14  10 Yes 
Josh Kvidt  1/12-10/13    
Ken Schaudt*  5/02-12/12  10.5 Yes 
Chris Nusbaum*  1/03-12/08  6  
Susan Craig  1/03-12/06  4  
Kathi Harwood  1/03-12/06  4  
Richard Matson  1/99-12/04  6  
Toni Hoyman  1/99-12/02  4  
Van Hunsaker*  1/97-12/02  6  
Van Hunsaker*  1987-1994  8  
Juanita Ross  1/97-12/02  6  
Marilyn Slizeski  1/97-12/02  6  
Dan McCabe  1/97-4/02  5.25  
Marv Durham  1/93-12-98  6  
Ron Staehlin  88-12/96  8+  
Cheryl McMorris*  1/91-12/96  6  

Jeannine Gay*  
1985-1990 & 1993-1994 & 2001-

2002  6+ 
 
 

 



 
 
 
FROM RUTH POST --- PER REQUEST  
 
Good Morning Doug, 
I understand you are looking for the important calendar dates to place a ballot 
measure on the November 3 General Election. I'm going to work backwards on the 
calendar: 
 
August 13 - Last day for the City Council to complete the process, including approval 
of a Ballot Title. In Philomath, Ballot Titles are usually approved by the City Council as 
a Resolution. The Ballot Title language is typically drafted by the City Attorney's 
office. 
 
August 10 - City Council meeting. This would likely be the meeting at which the 
Council would approve the Ballot Title Resolution. 
 
July 13 - Public Hearing - If the Council is going to hold a public hearing prior to 
consideration of the Resolution, I'd recommend it be at the July 13 meeting. After 
the public hearing, the Council would come to final agreement on the directions to 
the City Attorney regarding the Ballot Title Resolution to be presented to them 
August 10. 
 
June 29 - Although it's not a requirement, a recommendation would be to publish an 
official notice of public hearing two weeks prior to a hearing to receive public 
testimony on the proposed charter amendment. That would be June 29 for a July 13 
public hearing. 
 
June 8 and/or June 22 City Council meeting - City Council agenda item to review the 
language presented by the Ad Hoc Committee and direct staff to schedule a public 
hearing. This could take up to two meetings to review draft language and come back 
a second time to review any revisions. 
 
Those are just some thoughts on the process. I hope that helps. 
Ruth 
 



December 18, 2019 

To: Philomath City Council 
 PO Box 400 
 Philomath OR 97370 
 
From: Van Hunsaker 
 324 Vincent St 
 Philomath OR 97370 
 
RE:  City Council Terms 
 
I read in the Philomath Express today that you were discussing possibly asking voters to change the 
Charter to have 2 staggered three year terms for City Council members. I would like to share some 
history on the issue. 
 
Back in 1986, I was appointed to the Philomath Charter Review Committee as the token citizen frankly. 
As I recall there was myself and two former City Councilors. At the time, the City Councilors had 4 years 
terms with 3 voted on each two years. At the time Philomath was having a hard time getting individuals 
to run for the Council. The former Councilors were interested in making the change because of this and I 
went along with the recommendation. 
 
In 1987 the Charter was amended to have all 6 members voted on at the same time. That election was 
the last time City Councilors were elected for 4 year terms and there was no one running for the three 
positions. Don Gist and friends decided to write him in and he received 9 votes, Mike McVey a then 
current Councilor received 6 votes and 5 of us received two write in votes. As I recall two of the 
individuals weren’t qualified as they lived outside the City, one person declined the election and Teresa 
Boss and I stepped up to accept the election. To break the tie Mayor Kempee drew Teresa’s name out of 
the hat for the win. He then reported that Mike declined his election leaving a position open and he 
asked if I would be interested in being appointed to the 3rd position. I agreed and was appointed. Teresa 
and I served the last 4 year terms since then. The joke was that my wife and I voted for myself. That 
wasn’t the case. However, only one of the two people who voted for me ever admitted it. 
 
I tell you all this as there was reasoning back then to make the change. However, I believe that times 
have changed. Citizens are more engaged. Even with voting on 6 people at once, there has always been 
enough to run, maybe with a little arm twisting once in a while. I believe that making the change for 
reasons for these reasons and those cited in the newspaper is the best for Philomath moving forward. 
Let’s make the change to have 3 Councilors elected every two years. 
 
The other item mentioned was to not have the ten consecutive year term limits. I feel that should stay. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Van O Hunsaker 
Former Philomath Mayor and City Councilor 
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