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PHILOMATH URBAN RENEWAL AGENCY 1 
BUDGET COMMITTEE 2 

MINUTES 3 
April 15, 2020 4 

  5 
The Budget Committee of the Philomath Urban Renewal Agency was called to order by 6 
Mayor Eric Niemann on Wednesday, April 15, 2020, at 6:00 p.m. Due to the Oregon 7 
Governor’s Executive Order 20-12 requiring social distancing due to the COVID-19 8 
pandemic, the meeting was held via video conferencing technology with the public also 9 
allowed to attend in limited capacity in the Philomath City Hall Council Chambers, 980 10 
Applegate Street, Philomath, Oregon. 11 

1.         ROLL CALL 12 
Present:         13 
City Council Members: Mayor Eric Niemann, City Councilors Ruth Causey, Doug 14 
Edmonds, Chas Jones, Matt Lehman, David Low, and Matthew Thomas (6:13 p.m.) 15 
Citizen Members: Catherine Biscoe, Margie Brown, Julie Conner (6:13 p.m.) Noelle 16 
Cummings, Robert Glathar, Chris Kastella (6:05 p.m.), and Brian Noakes. 17 
  18 
Staff:   Chris Workman, City Manager; Joan Swanson, Finance Director; Ken Rueben, 19 
Chief of Police; Kevin Fear, Public Works Director; Garry Black, Public Works 20 
Operations Supervisor; and Ruth Post, City Recorder.  21 
 22 
Absent:  None. 23 
  24 

2.         ELECTION OF CHAIR 25 
   26 
 Councilor Edmonds nominated Noelle Cummings for Chair. 27 
 28 

MOTION: Councilor Edmonds moved, Councilor Lehman second, to appoint Noelle 29 
Cummings as 2020 Philomath Urban Renewal Agency Budget Committee Chair. Motion 30 
APPROVED 11-0 (Yes: Biscoe, Brown, Causey, Cummings, Edmonds, Glathar, Jones, 31 
Lehman, Low, Niemann, and Noakes. No: None). 32 
  33 

3.         MINUTES 34 
  35 
MOTION: Councilor Edmonds moved, Councilor Low second to approve the minutes of 36 
May 15, 2019 as presented.  Motion APPROVED 11-0 (Yes: Biscoe, Brown, Causey, 37 
Cummings, Edmonds, Glathar, Jones, Lehman, Low, Niemann, and Noakes. No: None). 38 

  39 
4.         VISITORS/PUBLIC COMMENTS 40 

      None.  41 
 42 
 (Chris Kastella arrived at 6:05 p.m.) 43 
 44 

Mayor Niemann noted that a letter was received from Committee member Catherine 45 
Biscoe. She requested the budget take a holistic and conservative approach due to the 46 
COVID-19 situation. 47 

  48 
  49 
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5.         BUDGET MESSAGE 1 
Mr. Workman read the budget message as included in the proposed budget document. 2 
Councilor Causey noted she had previously raised a concern at the recent City Council 3 
meeting regarding the potential impact on the Downtown Streetscapes Project of 4 
reduced highway taxes due to COVID-19. Mr. Workman explained the three-year 5 
funding cycles used by ODOT and that the funding has been allocated for this project. 6 
He reviewed the funding process of the project. He stated the funding sources are 7 
secure and he is confident that the project can move forward. 8 
 9 
(Julie Conner and Matthew Thomas arrived at 6:13 p.m.) 10 

 11 
6.  REVIEW BUDGET 12 

Ms. Swanson explained that the Agency will sunset after the streetscapes project is 13 
completed and all the debt is paid off. She estimated that it would be in the 2026-27 14 
fiscal year; and she explained the additional property tax revenue after that sunset that 15 
will go back to the area taxing districts that are contributing to the agency, including over 16 
$200,000 that will go into the City’s General Fund. She reviewed the proposed 2020-21 17 
budget revenues, including an estimated 6% increase in property tax revenues due to 18 
growth. She explained the timing of property tax revenue receipts in November and the 19 
impact of possibly reduced receipts due to people being potentially late on payment of 20 
their property taxes. 21 
 22 
Ms. Swanson reviewed the projects anticipated in the budget, including the Downtown 23 
Streetscape Improvements budget. She reviewed the timeline for that project with 24 
engineering completed approximately September 2021. She reviewed the funding 25 
sources from ODOT, Benton County and the Urban Renewal Agency. She provided the 26 
estimated timeline of construction beginning in April 2022. 27 
 28 
Mr. Fear reviewed the 13th Street Waterline Railroad Crossing project that has now been 29 
combined with another project and was just recently bid.  30 
 31 
Councilor Jones questioned if it is necessary to take a 6% increase in the property taxes. 32 
Ms. Swanson explained that the 6% is based on growth and development of property 33 
within the community, including apartment and housing construction. Councilor Jones 34 
questioned the City’s $5.30 per thousand tax rate. Ms. Swanson explained that the rate 35 
is set and can’t be changed. 36 
 37 
Councilor Causey questioned the interest revenue expectation. Ms. Swanson explained 38 
that she tries to budget conservatively and the interest revenue is an estimate. Mr. 39 
Workman reviewed the engineering work on the Streetscapes project that has been 40 
completed to this point and the contract with MurraySmith has just been updated with a 41 
maximum expenditure. Councilor Causey requested clarification on the $300,000 42 
property acquisition allocation in the budget. Mr. Workman explained the City has had its 43 
eye on property for additional downtown parking for several years but nothing has been 44 
attained as of yet. 45 
 46 
Mayor Niemann emphasized the role of the Urban Renewal Agency funds in 47 
constructing the Downtown Streetscapes project. Ms. Swanson described the timeline of 48 
completion of the engineering that will be completed prior to moving forward with 49 
construction. 50 
 51 
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Ms. Swanson reminded the Committee that the Urban Renewal Agency Budget 1 
Committee would meet again in four weeks to approve the budget. 2 
 3 

7.         ADJOURNMENT: 4 
There being no further business, Chair Cummings adjourned the meeting at 6:30 p.m. 5 
 6 

  7 
 ________________________________ ________________________________ 8 

SIGNED: Noelle Cummings, 2020 Chair       ATTEST: Ruth Post, MMC, City Recorder 9 


